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“mini-god-itis”

×ñWe tend by a secret law of the soul to move toward 
our mental image of Godé
The low view of God entertained almost universally 
among Christians is the cause of a hundred lesser evils 
everywhere among us... [but] the man who comes to the 
right belief about God is relieved of ten thousand 
temporal problems.ò
- A.W. Tozer

× If you find that your Christian life is ineffective or 
powerlessé perhaps your ñGodò is too small!



Babel

×Genesis 11:1-9

× these were the descendants of Noah!!

× amid the hustle and bustle of their growth, their eyes 
focused on earth, and their god became small

× your typical church-going ñon my way to heavenò folks

×but, their motto was: ñlet usé let usé let usò

× the god of their minds was too small to help them

× the result: Babel (confusion) and destruction



Abraham

×Genesis 12:1-4

× amid the hustle and bustle of the growth around him, his 

attention focused on heaven like his forefather Noah

×therefore God said: ñIwillé Iwillé Iwillò

× his God was big enough to help him (12:7-8)

× the result: the blessing of God (13:1-6)

× Abraham is still trusting in his big God (13:3-4)



Prove it!

×Genesis 13:7-13

× land was all Abrahamôs by promise (12:7), yet he 
offers best-picking to his nephew

×ñmini-god-itisò = ñI must take care of me & mine!ò

×big God = ñI donôt need to grab; God will provideò

×result: greater, ñforevermoreò blessing (13:14-17)



200/20 vision

×ñmini-god-itisò

× 20/20 vision at best

× you make calculated decisions by careful analysis of the past

× big God:

×200/20 vision (and more!)

×He sees the future and leads you into the best

×Lot chose the ñwell-wateredò land, which was destroyed

×Abraham chose in faith, and got the ñmilk and honeyò land



The God of …

×Genesis 21:33, 22:14

×Throughout his life, Abraham lived this way: ñcalling on the 

name of the Lordò

×Hebrews 11:13-16, Exodus 3:1-6

×Therefore God called himself by Abrahamôs name



The Tale of Two Cities
× Babylon (Revelation 17)

× roots in Babel

× ñthe greatò city

× greatness by your own strength

× result: destruction (v14-16)

× New Jerusalem (Rev 21:1-7)

× roots in Abraham

× ñthe holy cityò

× holiness by the power of God

× result: new name (3:7-13)



Is your God so big that…

1. (Proverbs 21:1) He controls peoplein authority 
over you, or with whom you have to deal?

2. (II Corinthians 12:7-10) His grace is sufficient 
for you even in your weakestmoments?

3. (Philippians 4:6) you donôt have to ever carry a 
single worry in your life again (I Peter 5:7)

4. (Psalm 27:1-3, Isaiah 8:12-13TLB) you fear the 
Lion of Judah, so you donôt fearanything else



Hail, Lion of Judah?



Is your God so big that…

1. (Proverbs 21:1) He controls peoplein authority 
over you, or with whom you have to deal?

2. (II Corinthians 12:7-10) His grace is sufficient 
for you even in your weakestmoments?

3. (Philippians 4:6) you donôt have to ever carry a 
single worry in your life again (I Peter 5:7)

4. (Psalm 27:1-3, Isaiah 8:12-13TLB) you fear the 
Lion of Judah, so you donôt fearanything else

5. (Philippians 1:6) He will make you perfect



Isaiah 40 & 41 (The Message)

(40:6)A voice says, ñShout!ò

I said, ñWhat shall I shout?ò

(40:9)Climb a high mountain, Zion. You're the preacher of good 
news. Raise your voice. Make it good and loud, Jerusalem. 
You're the preacher of good news. Speak loud and clear. Don't 
be timid!

Tell the cities of Judah, ñLook! Your God!

Look at Him! God, the Master, comes in power, ready to go into 
action. He is going to pay back His enemies and reward those 
who have loved Him.



Isaiah 40 & 41 (The Message)

ñLike a shepherd, He will care for His flock, gathering the lambs in 
His arms, hugging them as He carries them, leading the nursing 
ewes to good pasture.

(40:12)ñWho has scooped up the ocean in His two hands, or 
measured the sky between His thumb and little finger?

Who has put all the earth's dirt in one of His baskets, weighed each 
mountain and hill?

Who could ever have told God what to do or taught Him his 
business?

What expert would He have gone to for advice, what school would 
He attend to learn justice?



Isaiah 40 & 41 (The Message)

ñWhat god do you suppose might have taught Him what He knows, 
showed Him how things work?

Why, the nations are but a drop in a bucket, a mere smudge on a 
window.

Watch Him sweep up the islands like so much dust off the floor!é

All the nations add up to simply nothing before Him ïless than 
nothing is more like it. A minus!

(40:18-19)ñSo who even comes close to being like God? To whom or 
what can you compare Him?

Some no-god idol? Ridiculous! It's made in a workshop, cast in 
bronze, given a thin veneer of gold, and draped with silver filigreeé



Isaiah 40 & 41 (The Message)

(40:21-24)ñHave you not been paying attention? Have you not 
been listening? Haven't you heard these stories all your life? 
Don't you understand the foundation of all things?

God sits high above the round ball of earth. The people look like 
mere ants.

He stretches out the skies like a canvas ïyes, like a tent canvas 
to live under.

He ignores what all the princes say and do. The rulers of the 
earth count for nothing.

Princes and rulers don't amount to much. Like seeds barely 
rooted, just sprouted, they shrivel when God blows on them. 
Like flecks of chaff, they're gone with the wind.



Isaiah 40 & 41 (The Message)

(40:25-26)ñSo ïwho is like Me? Who holds a 

candle to Me?ò says The Holy.

ñLook at the night skies: Who do you think 

made all this?

Who marches this army of stars out each night, 

counts them off, calls each by name ïso 

magnificent! so powerful! ïand never overlooks 

a single one?



Isaiah 40 & 41 (The Message)

(40:27-31)ñWhy would you ever complain, O Jacob, 

or, whine, Israel, saying,

óGod has lost track of me. He doesn't care what 

happens to meô?

Don't you know anything? Haven't you been listening?

God doesn't come and go. God lasts. He's Creator of 

all you can see or imagine.

He doesn't get tired out, doesn't pause to catch his 

breath. And He knows everything, inside and out.



Isaiah 40 & 41 (The Message)

ñHe energizes those who get tired, gives fresh 

strength to dropouts.

For even young people tire and drop out, young 

folk in their prime stumble and fall.

But those who wait upon God get fresh strength. 

They spread their wings and soar like eagles,

They run and don't get tired, they walk and don't 

lag behind.



Isaiah 40 & 41 (The Message)

(41:4)ñWho did this? Who made it happen? Who always gets 
things started?

I did. God. I'm first on the scene. I'm also the last to leave.

(41:5-7)ñFar-flung ocean islands see it and panic. The ends of 
the earth are shaken. Fearfully they huddle together.

They try to help each other out, making up stories in the dark.

The god-makers in the workshops go into overtime 
production, crafting new models of no-gods,

Urging one another on ïóGood job!' 'Great design!' ï
pounding in nails at the base so that the thing won't tip over.



Isaiah 40 & 41 (The Message)

(41:8-10)ñBut you, Israel, are my servant. You're Jacob, my 

first choice, descendants of my good friend Abraham.

I pulled you in from all over the world, called you in from 

every dark corner of the earth,

Telling you, 'You're my servant, serving on my side. I've 

picked you. I haven't dropped you.'

Don't panic. I'm with you. There's no need to fear for I'm your 

God.

I'll give you strength. I'll help you. I'll hold you steady, keep a 

firm grip on you.



Isaiah 40 & 41 (The Message)

(41:11-13) ñCount on it: Everyone who had it in for you will 

end up out in the cold -- real losers. Those who worked against 

you will end up empty-handed -- nothing to show for their 

lives.

When you go out looking for your old adversaries you won't 

find them --

Not a trace of your old enemies, not even a memory.

That's right. Because I, your God, have a firm grip on you and 

I'm not letting go.

I'm telling you, óDon't panic. I'm right here to help you.ô



Isaiah 40 & 41 (The Message)

(41:14-16)ñDo you feel like a lowly worm, Jacob? Don't be afraid.

Feel like a fragile insect, Israel? I'll help you.

I, God, want to reassure you. The God who buys you back, The 
Holy of Israel.

I'm transforming you from worm to harrow, from insect to iron.

As a sharp-toothed harrow you'll smooth out the mountains, turn 
those tough old hills into loamy soil.

You'll open the rough ground to the weather, to the blasts of sun 
and wind and rain.

But you'll be confident and exuberant, expansive in The Holy of 
Israel!



Isaiah 40 & 41 (The Message)

(41:17-20)ñThe poor and homeless are desperate for water, their 
tongues parched and no water to be found.

But I'm there to be found, I'm there for them, and I, God of Israel, 
will not leave them thirsty.

I'll open up rivers for them on the barren hills, spout fountains in 
the valleys. I'll turn the baked-clay badlands into a cool pond, the 
waterless waste into splashing creeks.

I'll plant the red cedar in that treeless wastelandé

I'll place the cypress in the desert, with plenty of oaks and pines.

Everyone will see this. No one can miss itð unavoidable, 
indisputable evidence that I, God, personally did this.

It's created and signed by The Holy of Israel.ò



Big Enough, Small Enough

ñHow big is God, how big and wide is His domain

To try to tell these lips can only start

He's big enough to rule his mighty universe

Yet small enough to live within my heart.ò

- Author Unknown


